[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.emf]SAPP’S 2ND GRADE SENTINEL 
SEPTEMBER 2012

Our class is embarking on a great school year.  We are so excited about having caterpillars in our tank!   We have them in all sizes too.  We have been writing about the constant changes in our Journal.  So far we released six Monarch butterflies!  It was awesome watching them all take off into the sky!  We still have four in a chrysalis, three caterpillars, and two baby caterpillars.  

I will be sending home a newsletter each month.  The other months shouldn’t be quite so long.  (  I will plan on sending newsletters through emails.  If you need a hard copy of the newsletters, contact me through my email:  lsapp@dekalbeastern.com , or call me at Riverdale, 337-5464.
READING:  We will be starting Guided Reading Groups after all the MClass testing is completed.  We have been discussing our Reading Voice, Thinking Voice, and Distracting Voice.  We have also been practicing reading the punctuation.  Next, we will be discussing the characters and setting of the story.  We work hard with fluency and comprehension in second grade.  Rereading is one way to help.  We have 6th grade Book Buddies and will be reading to them and some times they will read to us.  Soon, Maggie, the dog, will be coming into the library once a week for the second graders to read to her.   After testing, each student will be bringing home a guided reading book at their level to read some each evening.  These may also count for the Terrific “T” books.

Hopefully you have seen  green Terrific “T” reading papers come home.  September’s slip is  orange.  Our theme this year is “Paws for Reading”.    Their goal is to read 100 books in 100 days!  For every 10 books they read, they receive a paw for their chain.  A paw print sticker will be added to their “person” on the hallway bulletin board too.  They will be going around a path from the tree to the doghouse.  For every 10 books they read, they pass a different dog.  Almost everyone has turned in their first Terrific “T” reading slip.  Great job class!   Each time they turn in a slip, they are to take another slip home.  Keep reading!!  
The titles are being written on their shirts by our wonderful Terrific “T” t-shirt moms!  The volunteer moms did an AWESOME job painting paws and a doghouse on their t-shirts.  They look adorable!   The important idea is for them to read.  Please help the students pick books at their ability level so they don’t become frustrated.  The students have been learning how to find the right books.  We call it:  IPICK books.  (I choose a book, Purpose Interest Comprehend what I’m reading & Know most of the words) If your child wants you to help them read, make sure they are following the words as you read.  Do shared reading.  Ex. Have your child read a page and you read a page or they read a paragraph, you read a paragraph, etc. Happy reading!  (

SPELLING:  Students should be bringing home a spelling pretest on Mondays, which can be used as a study list of spelling words each week.  Students will practice spelling words each day at school, but they will also need to practice at home to be ready for the spelling test each Friday.   I will have bonus words for students who make 100 on Monday’s pretest.


MATH:  Please sign or initial your child’s math homework after you check it over each evening.  Have them correct any errors.  We do side A of the fact and written pages together in class.  Side B on both fact and written papers are their homework.  They should have them in a blue take-home folder that I gave them on their first day and return them each day in the same folder.  Fridays we will try to do both sides together so they don’t have homework over the weekend.  Please have your child bring their folder to you to check for homework and other notifications.  If they have put a smiley or star on a paper, we have checked the work together.

ENGLISH:  Our class has been working with nouns, pronouns, what makes a sentence a sentence, questions, exclamations, and subject of a sentence.
SUPPLIES:  Every four & nine weeks are a good time to check with your child to see what supplies they may need.  Pencils, crayons, and glue are used up easily.   Please have their name or number on the items before bringing them to school.  If pencils can be sharpened at home, that helps also.

We are building a word caterpillar around the room.  Each week we will have a “Word of the Week”.  If they can tell you what the word means or can use it in a sentence, please sign the yellow slip. Your child will receive a token when they return the yellow slip.   Next week’s word is vast.  They love to come home to see if you know what their “Word of the Week” means.  (  

For Scholastic Book orders, please make checks out to Scholastic.  The orders are due by Friday, Sept. 14th.  Soon I will be sending home information on how to order books online too.
Important dates to remember: 

September 12th 
Mid-terms 



September 14th Open House/Carnival   5:00 – 7:30   I will be in the classroom from 5:30-6:30 to meet and greet.

September 28th-  Fair Day (no school)

October 12th – Special Adult Day 8:30 – 10:30
Happy August Birthday to Carsen and Binyam.


Happy September Birthday to Seth, Isabelle, Kennedy, & Brielle
*For anyone who would like to bring in birthday treats, we currently have 25 students.
Congratulations Grace K. and Dax! They are our first co-presidents for our first nine weeks.  They have met with me and would like to have some special Fridays.  Keep the dates on your calendar to help remind the students of the special activities.

Friday, Sept. 14th   Hat Day (Wear your favorite hat.)
Friday, September 21st   Pajama Day (They may also bring their favorite blanket and pillow.)
Friday, October 5th  Gum Day (Bring in your favorite flavor to chew.)
Friday, October 12th    Riverdale Day (Wear a Riverdale shirt or Riverdale colors .)

If you need to contact me, I’m available 8:00-8:30 & 3:00 – 4:00 at the school number, 337-5464 or simply email me at lsapp@dekalbeastern.com .   If you’d like to meet, I would be happy to set up a special time that will fit your schedule.  

Thank you parents for your help in making our year start out so well!  Your second graders are a great group of students!
Ms. L. Sapp

